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ICR-mice(m. 90, f. 90)
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9~13 g) ‘
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Infection Infection
(6wks, 25~29 g)  (6wks, 25~29 g)

Fig. 1. Scheme of experiment to assess splenectomy
effect on N. fowleri infection in mice: Sp;
splenectomy, Sh; sham-splenectomy, cont;
control.
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Table 1. Cumulative numbers of death in mice inoculated intranasally with N. fowleri; splenectomy and
infection at the age 3 weeks and 4 weeks, respectively (experiment I)

Cumulative No. of death in days post 1n0culat10n

Group No. of Survival time
exam. i P 3 5 5 7 8 9 10 (Mean+S8.D.)
Control 20 — — — - 2 13 16 20 — 7.3:0.72
Sham-splenectomized 20 — — — — 2 10 13 17 — 7.5+1.0°
Splenectomized 20 — — — — - 9 15 18 19 7.840.9

a, b: Student’s t-test; p_>0.05, p>0.2
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Fig. 2. Curve of survival rate in mice inoculated

intranasally with N. fowleri; splenectomy and
infection at the age 3 weeks and 4 weeks,
respectively (experiment [ ).
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Fig. 3. Curve of survival rate in mice inoculated

intranasally with N. fowleri; splenectomy and

infection at the age 3 weeks and 6 weeks,
respectively (experiment I)
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Table 2. Cumulative numbers of death in mice inoculated intranasally with N. fowleri; splenectomy and
1nfect10n at the age 3 weeks and 6 Weeks respectively (experiment I )

Cumulative No. of death in days post-inoculation

Group No. of Survival time
exam. 5 g g 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 1§ Mean®tSD)

Control 20 1 1 4 6 9 9 11 16 18 19 — -— 12.1+2.6°
Sham-splenectomized 20 1 4 5 8 11 12 15 15 17 18 18 19  11.543.0°
Splenectomized 20 — 1 6 6 10 13 16 16 18 18 19 ~— 11.5+2.4

a, b: VStudent s t-test; p>0.5, p>0 2

Table 3. Cumulative numbers of death in mice inoculated intranasally with N. fowleri; splenectomy and
infection at the age 5 weeks and 6 weeks, respectlvely (experlment m)

Cumulative No. of death in days post»moculatmn

Survival time

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

19 (Mean=+S.D.)

Group No. of
exam. 1 5 3 4
~ Control 0 — — —  —
Sham-splenectomized 20 - - = -
Splenectomized 20 _ = = -

2 5 14 17 18 18 19 8.1+1.42
— 3 nmn 17 18 - — 8.3+0.8°
— 3 7 17 19 - - 8.610.9

a,Ab: Student’s t-test; p>>0.2, p>0.2
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Fig. 4. Curve of survival rate in mice inoculated
intranasally with N. fowleri; splenectomy
and infection at the age 5 weeks and 6 wee-
ks, respectively (experiment ).
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Fig. 5. Serum protein fractions by polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis obtained in each experimental groups
and scanning by densitometer at 525nm wave length.
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et al., 1979). $-vietel e &5 (1976)0] A &5
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=Abstract=

Effect of Splenectomy on Development of Primary
Amoebic Meningoencephalitis

Ho-Joon Shin, Kyung-Il Im
Department of Parasitology, College of Medicine, Hanyang University, Seoul 1383, Korea

and Rim-Soon Choe
Department of Biology, College of Science, Yonsei University

To elucidate the effect of splenectomy on the development of experimental primary amoebic men-
ingoencephalitis in mice, the death rate and survival time of mice infected intranasally with Naeg-
leria fowleri trophozoites 5x10* cultivated in CGVS medium were compared according to the mouse
age when splenectomy was done, and post-operation until experimental infection.

Immunodiffusion was undergone to detect the presence of serum antibody due to N. fowleri infec-
tion in mice. Polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis was done to compare the protein fractions of mouse
serum in each experimental groups.

In experiment [, splenectomy was done 3 weeks and infection 4 weeks after birth, the death rate
of control, sham operated and splenectomized group were 100%, 85% and 952, and the mean
survival time after infection 7.3 days, 7.5 days and 7.8 days, respectively.

In experiment [, splenectomy was undergone 3 weeks and infection 6 weeks after birth, the
death rate of of control, sham operated and splenectomized group were 95%, 95% and 95%, and
the mean survival time after infection 12.1 days, 11.5 days and 11.5 days, respectively.

In experiment [, splenectomy was done 5 weeks and infection 6 weeks after birth, the death
rate of control, sham operated and splenectomized group were 95%, 90% and 95%, and the mean
survival time after infection 8.1 days, 8.3 days and 8.5 days, respectively.

By Ouchterlony immunodiffusion, anti-N. fowleri antibody in the serum of mouse with primary
amoebic meningoencephalitis was detected against a N. fowleri antigen, which was prepared by
ultrasonication of N. fowleri trophozoites, each reacting two lines of precipitation.

The patterns of serum fractions by polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis were different between control
and sham operated groups from splenectomized group in fraction [, I and V, the sera of which
were collected after N. fowleri infection.

This results may be summarized as that splenectomy has no effect on the development of primary
amoebic meningoencephalitis in mice.
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Fig. 6. Mouse brain infected with N. fowleri (right) showing edema, haemorrhage and necrosis, and

left is normal.
Fig. 7. Mouse brain tissue showing numerous N. fowleri trophozoites (arrow heads) with the inflam-

matory cells infiltration (arrow). x400



